RELATIONS WITH THE FAIR SEX

and prosper. You see, Madam, when once the woman has tempted
us, and we have tasted the forbidden fruit, there is no such thing as
checking our appetites, whatever the consequences may he. You
will, I dare say, recognize our being the genuine Descendants of
those who are reputed to be our great Progenitors."

Nor was Washington open only to beauty and
flattery. From the rude frontier in 1756 he wrote,
''The supplicating tears of the women, . . . melt
me into such deadly sorrow, that I solemnly declare,
if I know my own mind, I could offer myself a willing
sacrifice to the butchering enemy, provided that
would contribute to the people's ease." And in
1776 he said, "When I consider that the city of
New York will in all human probability very soon
be the scene of a bloody conflict, I cannot but view
the great numbers of women, children, and infirm
persons remaining in it, with the most melancholy
concern. When the men-of-war passed up the
river, the shrieks and cries of these poor creatures
running every way with their children, were truly
distressing. . . . Can no method be devised for their
removal?"

Nevertheless, though liked by and liking the fair
sex, Washington was human, and after experience
concluded that " I never again will have two women
in my house when I am there myself." Poetry,) yet if you will
